[The association between human toxocariasis and pyogenic abscesses].
The association between hepatic abscesses and schistosomiasis mansoni was confirmed by clinical and experimental studies. Other parasites may cause systemic immunologic changes and local structural alterations in the affected organs that can facilitate the seeding of these areas by bacteria. Tropical pyomyositis, pyogenic liver and renal abscesses are frequent diseases in tropical areas. The visceral larva migrans syndrome is caused by the presence, in the human body, of larvae of worms that have other animals as their definitive host, most commonly being caused by Toxocara canis. The larvae migrate to various body organs leading to many inflammatory reactions in the form of granuloma and tissue necrosis. In this review we discuss the possible host-parasite-bacteria interactions that would favour the formation of abscesses in the organs involved by the larva of T. canis and present preliminary results of a clinical and experimental study undertaken during the last four years to define the role of this parasite in the pathogenesis of the abscesses.